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 PLANET WALK COMING SOON TO THE B&A TRAIL

 MARYLAND TRIBUTARY STRATEGIES PLAN RELEASED

 VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES RELATED TO TRAILS

 APPLY FOR FUNDING AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

 MARK YOUR CALENDAR: CELEBRATE NATIONAL TRAILS DAY

HAPPY TRAILS GOOD NEWS, GREAT TRAILS

☺  NAVY STADIUM TRAIL IS NEWEST ADDITION TO ANNAPOLIS TRAIL SYSTEM

As the flowers of May are blooming and the weather warms, finishing touches are being made to one of the newest trails in
the Annapolis area. The Navy Stadium Trail is a 1.25-mile loop trail that runs the perimeter of the Navy Stadium and
parking area located between Rowe Boulevard and Cedar Park Road. The
trail’s 10-foot-wide asphalt surface is ideal for walking, biking, rollerblading
and jogging. Even though the ribbon hasn’t offically been cut for the trail,
locals have been seen already utilizing certain sections.

Over 500 native trees and thousands of different native shrubs, flowers, and
grasses have been planted to enhance the trail and provide environmental
benefits. Bioretention facilities have also been constructed to handle
stormwater flows into nearby Weems and College creeks. A unique partner-
ship between the Naval Academy Athletic Association (the property owner),
City of Annapolis, Maryland Department of Transportation, Chesapeake Bay
Trust, Baltimore Gas Electric and the Weems Creek Conservancy, made
creation of the $1.2 million project possible. The City of Annapolis Recre-
ation and Parks Department will be responsible for maintaining the trail.

The Navy Stadium Trail serves as a spur for the city-wide pathway system
known as the Colonial Annapolis Maritime Trail and serves as a recreational
amenity for Annapolis residents and vistors. In addition, the trail provides a
critical connection to the East Coast Greenway and the American Discovery
Trail. The trail is conveniently located along a major transit route in Annapo-
lis. There is a commercial parking lot at the Navy Stadium and connections
into historic downtown Annapolis are readily available by taking one of the city’s buses or trollies from this central location.
For more information contact LeeAnn Plummer with the Annapolis Recreation and Parks Department at  410-263-7958.

A view of a portion of the trail along Taylor Avenue and
some of the extensive plantings that enhance the trail.
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ON SATURDAY, JUNE 5, 2004 BY ATTENDING AN EVENT



2

BEYOND TRAILS: ISSUES OF A BROADER PERSPECTIVE

PLANET WALK TRAIL AND EXHIBIT SLATED FOR ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY

NASA/Goddard Space Flight Center has joined with the Friends of Anne Arundel County Trails to create a project that
will enable the county’s residents to stroll, bike or rollerblade through the solar system. The Planet Walk is a linear art
gallery and unique educational exhibit of our solar system that will shrink the 3.7 billion mile solar system down to 4.6

miles and place the sun and all the planets on the B&A Trail keeping the distance
between the planets and sun in perspective. NASA’s Solar Dynamics Observatory
Project Education and Public Outreach (E/PO) Office will be completing the
educational graphics, digitizing and signage for this incredible project.

A grant from the Maryland Department of Transportation allowed the Friends of
Anne Arundel County Trails to hire an artist to create the Planet Walk configura-
tion and incorporate educational concepts in the design. Other entities, sponsors
and partners are donating services and much of the remaining work is being
completed by volunteers. Although, the prime intent of this project is enhance-
ment of the trail another important aspect is education. “All the designs, the
location and the exhibits of the Planet Walk are directed towards students,” said

Dr. Stephen Ailstock, Director of Education for Planet Walk. The site is designed to accommodate half-day school field
trips and the location is readily accessible to the citizens of Anne Arundel County.

The Sun station, the first exhibit to be completed for the Planet Walk, will break ground early this spring on property
donated by the Manekin Corporation adjacent to the B&A Trail, just behind Harandale Plaza in Glen Burnie. The
sculpture for the exhibit is being fabricated in Hagerstown Maryland and will be moved to the site in June. Dedication
of the Sun Station along the Planet Walk will take place on Thursday, June 10th at 12:00 noon in Glen Burnie. The
second station to be completed will be Pluto. It will be located near the Earleigh Heights Ranger Station on the B&A
Trail. Like the Sun Station, the location allows for parking and restrooms. Saturn, which will be located at Marley Mall,
is planned to be a small amphitheater with the planet as the stage backdrop. The rings of Saturn will be incorporated
into the amphitheater and the area surrounding the structure.

“This wonderfully unique and multifaceted project is extraordinarily exciting,” said Anne Arundel County Executive
Janet Owens. “Planet Walk will provide countless educational and leisure opportunities to our citizens, especially our
young people. We need to thank the Friend’s of Anne Arundel County Trails for their hard work and dedication, and
NASA for elevating this worthwhile project.” To become involved in this project, become a member of Friends of Anne
Arundel County Trails or to get more information contact Elizabeth Wyble at 410-647- 6621 or wybull@aol.com or
David Greene at 410-923-1437 or dgree@menv.com.

☺

Welcome to the Planet Walk

ESTIMATED $13.6 BILLION NEEDED FOR MARYLAND’S BAY RESTORATION EFFORTS

In April 2003, the Chesapeake Bay states agreed to steep cuts in the amount of nitrogen and
phosphorus flowing into the Bay and its rivers. On April 30, 2004, the Maryland Department
of Natural Resources (DNR) officially released Maryland’s Tributary Strategy. Development of
the strategy was a public process involving local governments, the agriculture community,
watershed associations, regional organizations, and a wide variety of other interested local
stakeholders. Submission of this strategy to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
fulfills Maryland’ s commitment to develop a new Tributary Strategy that achieves nutrient
and sediment reduction goals established in the Chesapeake 2000 Agreement.

Tributary Strategies are detailed descriptions of planned local actions such as riparian forest
buffer replanting, wastewater treatment upgrades, nutrient management on farms, storm
water treatment, stream restoration, and others. Strategies also include a schedule for under-
taking the actions necessary to reduce nutrients and sediment loads from each tributary
watershed to reach assigned loading caps by 2010. Maryland has been actively pursuing an integrated approach to the
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SIGN UP FOR A VOLUNTEER VACATION WITH AMERICAN HIKING SOCIETY

For more than 25 years, the American Hiking Society (AHS) has sent hundreds of volunteers into some of America’s
most treasured natural places and stunning backcountry locations to construct or rebuild trails, cabins and shelters.
Volunteers get to meet new people, explore canyons, peaks and valleys, enjoy quiet evenings around a fire and come

home refreshed and rejuvenated. The 40th anniversary of the Wilderness Act occurs in
2004 and in recognition, AHS Volunteer Vacations is offering a number of projects in
designated wilderness areas within national parks, national forests, and Bureau of Land
Management lands in addition to their regular list of projects. Each of these projects gives
volunteers a unique opportunity to learn about and appreciate the variety and benefits of
true wilderness. You must arrange and pay for your own transportation to and from the
work site, but travel expenses for public service projects are considered charitable contri-
butions and are tax deductible. Volunteer Vacations are more fun than work. No experi-
ence is necessary, and best of all, the trips are only $80. For more information or to register
visit www.americanhiking.org/events/pdfs/Vvschedule2004.pdf.

VOLUNTEER STEWARD PROGRAM FOR THE BILLY GOAT TRAIL

The Billy Goat Trail is located in the Maryland suburbs just 12 miles from Washington
D.C. and lies within the boundary of the Chesapeake and Ohio (C&O) Canal National
Historical Park. The trail’s commanding view of Great Falls and proximity to urban and
suburban populations makes it a natural attraction often drawing over 1000 visitors on a
typical summer weekend. Unfortunately, the trail’s popularity has led to incidents of over-
crowding, eroded trail conditions and trampling of a noted ecological preserve.

Thanks to a $2,000 conservation grant from the outdoor outfitter REI to the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club (PATC), a
Leave No Trace (LNT) education initiative for the Billy Goat Trail has now been established. The initiative is aimed at
helping to preserve the diverse ecosystem along the trail and to educate visitors on ways they can minimize their impact
on the environment. The most popular section of the trail, Section A, will be the focus of the Leave No Trace program.
This two-mile section of trail parallels the Potomac River and crosses an ecologically diverse conservation area known as
Bear Island. Bear Island is co-owned by the National Park Service and The Nature Conservancy.

The grant will provide training for ten volunteer trail stewards, who will provide information about Bear Island’s
ecology and promote LNT principles to visitors on weekends. Stewards must commit eight hours per month on the
weekends from May through August of 2004. In addition to working the trailhead, volunteers will also lead LNT
educational hikes on the trail for organized groups. Interested individuals are encouraged to apply. For more information
contact PATC coordinator Georgeann Smale via e-mail at gsmale99@yahoo.com or call the C&O Canal volunteer
hotline at (301) 767-3706.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES:

Bay’s restoration that involves not only nutrient reduction goals but also the reestablishment of healthy populations of
oysters and submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV). In the coming months, members of the Bay Cabinet will be working
with the Tributary Teams, local governments and other stakeholders to create implementation plans that include state
and local laws, regulations, and ordinances necessary to implement this strategy. Plans are expected to be complete by
December 2004.

It is estimated that $13.6 billion is needed in order to fully implement Maryland’s Tributary Strategy. This cost reflects
the enormous effort required to restore the Chesapeake Bay. “We are committed to taking the necessary actions outlined
in the strategy, but it is critical to understand that State government alone cannot successfully implement the Maryland
Tributary Strategy,” said C. Ronald Franks, secretary of DNR. “Restoration of the Bay will require actions and a commit-
ment from everyone living and working in the Bay watershed to make this strategy a reality.” For more information on
Maryland’s Tributary Strategy visit www.dnr.maryland.gov/bay/tribstrat/executivesummary.pdf.
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FUNDING SOURCES AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE:
MARYLAND DNR NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS TO WRAS PROGRAM

The Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is now accepting applications to the Watershed Restoration
Action Strategy (WRAS) program for 2005. A WRAS is a comprehensive watershed management plan that contains

goals to protect and restore habitat and water quality. The plan
assesses all natural resources and prioritizes the protection,
conservation and restoration of streams, riparian forest buffers,
wetlands, and other natural conditions. All municipal and county
governments are eligible to apply.

Through the WRAS program DNR provides a  package of
technical and financial assistance designed to help local govern-
ments develop action-oriented strategies to restore watersheds.
“One of the goals of the Chesapeake 2000 Agreement is to have
watershed plans for 2/3 of the Bay’s watersheds,” said WRAS
program director Danielle Lucid. “Under the WRAS program,
five watershed plans are completed each year.”

The deadline for proposals is June 18, 2004. DNR will select five
new local government WRAS partners in September 2004.
Although independent nonprofit organizations, private for profit

firms and citizen groups are not eligible to be the grant applicants, they are encouraged to enter into a working
relationship with an eligible local government. The Request For Partnerships (RFP), and other WRAS program
information can be viewed at <http://dnr.maryland.gov/watersheds/wras>.  For more information contact Danielle
Lucid at 410-260-8726 or dlucid@dnr.state.md.us.

THE KODAK AMERICAN GREENWAYS AWARDS PROGRAM

The Conservation Fund is currently accepting applications to the Kodak American Greenways Awards Program for
2004. The program is made possible through a partnership between the Eastman Kodak Company, The Conservation
Fund, and the National Geographic Society and provides small grants to local, regional, or statewide nonprofit
organizations to stimulate the planning and design of greenways and trails in communities throughout America. The
program also honors groups and individuals whose ingenuity and creativity foster the creation of greenways.

The maximum grant is $2,500, however, most grants range from $500 to $1,500. The application deadline is June 1,
2004 and grant notifications will be made in early August 2004. Please note that all applications must be made online
and supporting materials should be submitted by mail. For application details and to apply online visit
www.conservationfund.org. For more information call 703-525-6300.

APPLY FOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FROM THE RIVERS & TRAILS PROGRAM

The National Park Service’s Rivers & Trails Program is now accepting applications for technical assistance in FY 2004.
Eligible applicants include non-profit organizations, community groups, tribes or tribal governments, and local or
state government agencies. The Rivers & Trails Program does not provide financial assistance, but it does provide help
in building partnerships to achieve community-set goals, assessing resources, developing concept plans, engaging
public participation, and identifying potential sources of funding.

Potenial applicants should contact the program’s regional staff to discuss projects and seek guidance before applying.
Assistance is for one year and may be renewed for a second year if warranted. The deadline for applications is July 1,
2004 for projects beginning in the next federal fiscal year (October 1, 2004 -3 September 30, 2005). For more
information and application guidelines visit http://www.nps.gov/ncrc/programs/rtca/contactus/cu_apply.html.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR:
NATIONAL TRAILS DAY EVENTS

ON SATURDAY JUNE 5TH
TRAIL EVENT AT MIDDLE BRANCH PARK
JUNE 5, BALTIMORE, MD 10 AM - 3 PM

This event sponsored by the Trust for Public Land (TPL)
features trail maintenance activities, exhibits and
opportunities to paddle on the Patapsco. It is aimed at
raising awareness for Middle Branch Park and the 14-
mile Gwynns Falls Trail and to promote the direct
connections the Patapsco River has to the Chesapeake
Bay. Lunch and beverages will be provided. Participants
should wear old or work clothes. A rain date will be
established in case of significant rain. To reach the site
from 295 north take Waterview Ave. exit, just prior to
getting into the downtown area of Baltimore. Stay on
Waterview Avenue until you reach the Baltimore
Rowing Club. Turn left into parking lot area. Registra-
tion is required. For more information contact Halle
Van der Gaag at (410) 243-3698 or
halle.vandergaag@tpl.org or visit http://www.tpl.org.

REI’S TRAIL MAINTENANCE PROJECT
JUNE 5, HEREFORD, MD 10 AM - 3 PM

Participants should bring water and gloves. A light
lunch and refreshments will be provided. This event
involves working around water and mud, so please dress
accordingly. Parking area and trailhead are on Bunker
Hill Road. To reach the site from I-83, take exit 27 onto
Mount Carmel Road heading east. Turn left heading
north on York Road. Just north of Hereford High
School turn left onto Bunker Hill Road. Follow Bunker
Hill road for about .25 of a mile, trail will be on your
left along with REI signs. Registration is required. For
more information contact Deanna Delarosa at (410)
525-5920 or ddelaro@rei.com or visit http://rei.com.

5K AT PEMBERTON HISTORICAL PARK
JUNE 5, SALISBURY, MD 8 AM - 1 PM

This event will feature a “Trailblazer” 5K walk/run, a
400 meter kid’s fun run, naturalist-led hikes, Leave-No-
Trace, hiking/camping and self-propelled water craft
demonstrations and other information. Activities will be
available throughout the morning. The event concludes
at 1 p.m. To reach the site take Rt. 50 to Rt. 349
(Nanticoke Road) heading west, immediately veer
south/west onto Rt. 301 (Pemberton Drive). The park is
on the left approximately two miles down Pemberton
Drive. For more information contact Sandra Wetzel at
(410) 860-2447 or pembertonpark@wicomico.org or
visit www.pembertonpark.org.

NATIONAL TRAILS DAY 5K FUN RUN/WALK
JUNE 5 IN HISTORIC ST. MARY’S CITY, MD

This event features a 5K Fun Run/Walk ($10 fee, includes
shirt), kayak demos, bird and plant walks, an outdoor
hazards workshop and health monitoring. Drinks and
snacks will be provided for run participants. All activities,
besides the run and museum exhibits, are free. The run/
walk starts at 8 a.m. Participants should meet at the visitor
center on Rosecroft Rd. Go eight miles south of Lexington
Park on Rt. 5, turn right onto Rosecroft Rd. and follow the
signs. For more information contact Mary Alves at (240)
895-4964 or mmalves@smcm.edu or visit
www.stmaryscity.org.

HIKE AND TRAIL MAINTENANCE AT
GREENBELT NATIONAL PARK
JUNE 5 IN GREENBELT, MD 11 AM - 2 PM

Spend the day enjoying and improving trails. Participants
in this event will conduct trail maintenance including
spreading wood chips, removing invasive plants, and
cleaning stations along the fitness trail. Gloves and water
will be provided. Participants should meet at the
Sweetgum Picnic Area. The site is located off Rt. 495
(Beltway). Take Exit 23 Kenilworth Avenue North to
Route 193 Greenbelt Road East. The park is a quarter mile
on the right at 6565 Greenbelt Road. Registration is
required. For more information contact Kevin P. Barry at
(301) 344-3944 or kevin_barry@nps.gov or visit http://
www.nps.gov/gree.

IMBA’S 2004 ADVOCACY SUMMIT
JUNE 4 - JUNE 8 AT MCDANIEL COLLEGE
IN WESTMINSTER, MD 8 AM - 9 PM

The International Mountain Biking Association (IMBA) is
hosting the largest mountain bike advocacy gathering ever
on June 4-8, 2004 in the scenic rolling hills of northern
Maryland. The summit will feature informative seminars,
awesome bike rides, food, parties, celebrity guest speakers
and a chance to interact with other mountain bikers.
Registration is limited to 450 people. This event is located
30 miles northwest of Baltimore and 60 miles north of
Washington, D.C. For more information on registration,
the agenda, and the location visit www.imba.com or
contact Aaryn Kay at (303) 545-9011 or
aaryn@imba.com.

For more National Trails Day events visit
www.americanhiking.org/events/ntd/events.html
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There is no charge for this publication. If you do not already
receive Maryland Trail Watch and would like to be added to our
mailing list contact the Maryland Greenways and Water Trails
Program at (410) 260-8778 or send us your mailing address via
e-mail to lgutierrez@dnr.state.md.us.  Maryland Trail Watch is
viewable on our website at www.dnr.state.md.us/greenways.

The facilities and services of the Maryland Department of Natural
Resources are available to all without regard to race, color, religion, sex,
sexual orientation, age, national origin or physical or mental disability.

Call toll free in Maryland, 1-877-620-8DNR ext. 8780. TTY
users call via the Maryland Relay. For more information visit

www.dnr.state.md.us. Accommodations for individuals with disabilities
will be provided upon request. Seven days advance notice is requested.

C. Ronald Franks, Secretary

The Maryland Greenways and Water Trails Program promotes
the protection and development of ecological and recreational
corridors and land conservation efforts throughout the State of
Maryland. Our goal is to establish an interconnected statewide
system to preserve, protect, and enhance Maryland’s natural
treasures and provide opportunities for people to enjoy them.

If you have story ideas or photos for Maryland Trail Watch
send them to us at:

The Maryland Greenways and Water Trails Program
580 Taylor Ave., E-2, Annapolis, MD 21401

phone: (410) 260-8778; fax: (410) 260-8404;
or send an e-mail to: lgutierrez@dnr.state.md.us

The Maryland Greenways and Water Trails Program
Maryland Department of Natural Resources
580 Taylor Ave., E-2
Annapolis, MD 21401
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